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Commemorative Monument for Zen Master Keizan,
the Great Patriarch of the S6to School

Japanese Soto Zen Buddhism was established during the
Kamakura period (1185-1333) by Zen Master Dogen
(1200-1253) at Eiheiji Temple in Echizen Province. (Fukui Pre-
fecture). This transmission was called “the correct Dharma
of the Buddha Ancestors” by Dogen. This line was continued
by the fourth generation Zen Master Keizan (circa.
1268-1325), his disciples, and their descendents centered at
school eventually became the Buddhist organization with the
largest number of temples in Japan.

Zen Master Keizan was born and raised as an only child to a
family with deep faith in Kanzeon bodhisattva. His mother
was further influenced by her own mother who was a devout
Buddhist with faith in Kanzeon bodhisattva. Thus, Keizan’s
Zen cannot be understood without the sigrtificance of Kan-
zeon, the bodhisattva enshrined here at Kiyomizu Temple.
Keizan’s whole religious life was sustained by his mother
and grandmother’s faith in Kanzeon, Kiyomizu Temple’s
object of worship.

Kuroda Michiko was a part of the temple family at
Yokohama’s Zenkdji Temple. Having great respect for Zen
Master Keizan and born in the same Echizen Province this
monument has been erected through her efforts.

English Translation by
Duncan Williams (Ph.D., Harvard University)
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